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INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITIES

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report sets out the priority areas in relation to people across 
Allerdale and identifies projects that are considered to improve the 
lives and opportunities for the local population.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Allerdale Local Committee has both executive and non-executive 
duties as set out in the County Council’s constitution. At its meeting on 
3 April 2018, the local committee agreed an allocation of £16,000 from 
the General Provision for small community projects. The remainder has 
not been allocated further.

2.2 Currently, funding to projects in the community is on a non-
geographical basis on the understanding that these funds would be 
used where they were most needed and where the greatest benefits 
could be achieved.

2.3 Allerdale local committee has previously agreed to a set of grant 
funding priorities which will result in positive recommendations for 
funding where projects can demonstrate longer term benefit and will:

 Enable access to employment
 Address the NEET sector amongst young people
 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well
 Healthy attitudes towards alcohol
 Mental wellbeing
 Obesity including healthy weights in children



 Reducing levels of smoking and harm caused by smoking

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities
 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area

2.4 The work of the local committee contributes to the achievement of the 
Council Plan 2018-2022 vision which is to be 

 A Council that works with residents, businesses and 
communities and other organisations to deliver the best services 
possible within the available resources.

2.5 The outcomes of this vision are: 

 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe

 Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving

 The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone

2.6 There are no negative equality implications arising out of the 
recommendations of this report. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 Members agree to commit £7,664 to Carnegie Theatre and Arts Centre 
towards installation of wifi. 

3.2 Members agree to commit £258 to Tony Ward Memorial Trust towards 
the delivery of an athletics coaching programme in West Cumbria. 

3.3 Members agree to commit £7,000 to Amy’s Care towards the purchase 
of a new minibus. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report is prepared to give Members an overview of the issues and 
concerns affecting the people who live in Allerdale which in turn will inform 
area planning. 

4.2 A General Provision budget was allocated to Allerdale Local Committee of 
£77,399. It was agreed at its meeting on 3 April 2018 to set aside a fund of 
£16,000 to be awarded to small community projects. It was also agreed that 
any sums from this pot not formally committed by 31 December 2018 would 
be returned to the General Provision Fund. 

4.3 Further allocations of the General Provision were not made.



4.4 The project applications in this report seek to improve the lives of people 
who live in Allerdale and to meet the agreed funding priorities as set out in 
paragraph 2.3. The details of the applications are set out in section 5 of this 
report.

5.0 COMMUNITY PROJECTS

PROJECT 1

Carnegie Theatre and Arts Centre

£7,664

5.1 The application is to fund the set-up of a superfast wi-fi service within the 
Carnegie Theatre and Arts Centre. This will enable the venue to offer more 
digitally focused community activities and make it more attractive as a paid 
venue for meetings and conferences. This in turn will increase its income 
generating potential and help to ensure the sustainability of the venue.

5.2 The applicant has £500 towards the project and is requesting the balance.

5.3 This project meets Allerdale Local Committee funding priorities:- 

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities
 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area

5.4 This project is supported by the local elected Member, Councillor Barry.

PROJECT 2

Tony Ward Memorial Trust

£258

5.5 The application is for funding to enable the National Governing Bodies to 
deliver an athletics coaching programme across west Cumbria. This will 
encompass Allerdale and Copeland and Copeland Local Committee has 
already funded this application to the value of £2,000.

5.6 There is a recommendation within the Investment in Children and Young 
People report to fund this project but there are insufficient funds to fund this 
in total hence the inclusion in this report for the remainder.

5.7 This project will enable 11 Assistant Coaches from local clubs to become 
fully qualified. The benefits are to their own clubs but also to their own 
personal development.

5.8 This project meets Allerdale Local Committee funding priorities:-

 Enable access to employment



 Address the NEET sector amongst young people
 Address one of our public health priorities

 Mental wellbeing
 Obesity including healthy weights in children

 Enhance existing groups / services within communities

5.9 This project is supported by the local elected Member, Councillor Hansen

PROJECT 3

Amy’s Care

£7,000

5.10 To part fund the purchase of a new minibus with disabled access. The total 
cost is £36,000 and as services are provided across the wider area, a 
request for funding has also been made to Carlisle Local Committee.

5.11 Amy’s Care run daily activities for older adults who have limited mobility to 
encourage socialising and enjoying activities with a focus being on enjoying 
outdoor activities where possible. The activities also provide respite for 
carers as the sessions are run by qualified care staff. Sessions are currently 
held 3 days a week in Allerdale and 2 days a week in Carlisle. 

5.12 Transport is essential for the users and the current minibus, which was 
second hand when purchased in 2014, it getting to the stage where it is not 
cost effective to repair.  The current mini bus also does not have a ramp or 
movable chairs and therefore has been inaccessible for some potential 
users. The new minibus will be fully equipped which will enable a higher 
number of users, with more complex needs, to be able to utilise the service. 

5.13 Amy’s Care has been fundraising themselves and already has a large 
amount of funding towards the purchase. 

5.14 This project meets Allerdale Local Committee funding priorities:- 

 Address one of our public health priorities

 Ageing well
 Enhance existing groups / services within communities
 Enables communities to provide additional services in their area

6.0 OPTIONS

6.1 Members can approve the applications as presented. 



6.2 Members can reject or defer the applications as presented. 

6.3 Members can defer any application and request further information prior to 
decision.

7.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

7.1 If the recommendations in section 3 are approved the unallocated resource 
in the General Provision will reduce by £14,922 from £35,326 to £20,404.

8.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 It is a function of Local Committees under Part 2 D, 5.1.12 (d) of the 
Constitution, to approve applications for grants from the Local Committee's 
budgets for amounts exceeding £ 5,000 in line with the policy and to (e) 
Review and evaluate grants awarded from the Local Committee's budget...  
Members can therefore approve the recommendations should they choose 
to do so.  

9.0 CONCLUSION

9.1 Allerdale Local Committee continues to allocate grant funding that clearly 
meets one or more of its agreed grant giving priorities, ensuring that funding 
is granted based on need.

Dawn Roberts
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services
December 2018

APPENDICES

No appendices.

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? No*



If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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